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from the COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

Nowhere else in California has a higher premature 
birth rate than Stockton. Every year, 10.2% of 
Stockton babies are born too early, according to 

the 2015 March of Dimes Premature Birth Report Card. 
 Babies who survive an early birth often face a lifetime 

of health and mental problems, including intellectual 
delays.  Disabilities associated with premature births 
include behavioral problems and neurological disorders, 
according to March of Dimes research.

 The San Joaquin County Office of Education (SJCOE) 
serves many of these children as students in our special 
education and alternative education programs, and we 
know the obstacles these children and their families 
face. As a whole, 1 in 10 babies in San Joaquin County 
are born prematurely every year.

 This is why I am making a promise to help March of 
Dimes continue to support the families in our area and 
I am honored to be the 2016 Chairperson for this year’s 
March for Babies Walk. 

Sincerely,

JAMES MOUSALIMAS
County Superintendent of Schools
San Joaquin County Office of Education

 I strongly believe that we need to do everything 
we can to give every child, regardless of circumstances, 
the opportunity to live a healthy and successful life. It is 
our responsibility to ensure that our children are given 
the chance to have strong social, mental, and physical 
development.

 We can make a difference in the lives of our children 
and their future children. If we work together as a 
community, we can have a greater impact on reducing 
these alarming statistics. 

 One way that you can help to reduce the number 
of preterm births in our area is by participating in the 
March for Babies Walk on April 23 at Caldwell Park in 
Stockton. Please join the SJCOE and pledge to keep our 
babies healthy and to give them the brightest future 
possible.

 If you would like to join a March for Babies team or 
donate to the cause, please visit:

 https://www.marchforbabies.org.

Rick Aschieris, Director, Port of Stockton
Brandie Brunni, Special Education Division 
Director, SJCOE
Shannon Ding, External Affairs Consultant, AT&T
Jill Faso, Development Manager, March of Dimes
Kathy Hart, President, Delta College
Stephanie James, Chief Probation Officer, San 
Joaquin County
Ann Johnston, former Mayor, City of Stockton
David Midura, President, Patmon Company
Steve Moore, San Joaquin County Sheriff

Julie Penn, Superintendent, Stockton Unified 
School District
Brian Stephens, Superintendent, Tracy Unified 
School District
Tom Uslan, Superintendent, Lincoln Unified 
School District
Tori Verber Salazar, San Joaquin County District 
Attorney
Doug Wilhoit, CEO, Greater Stockton Chamber 
of Commerce
Kurt Wilson, City Manager, City of Stockton

I would like to sincerely thank my March for Babies Executive 
Leadership Team, community leaders who are committed to this cause 

and actively participating in making this year’s event a success:
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TThe words we use are very powerful.  They reflect not only how we think, but they 
also influence the thinking of others.  The language used to refer to students with 
disabilities has a profound impact in shaping beliefs and attitudes about our students, 
driving policies and laws, influencing our feelings and decisions, and affecting 
students’ daily lives.

Students with special needs are much more than their disabilities. They are – first 
and foremost – people. Using language that puts the emphasis on the disability, 
and not the person, may be a contributing factor to the dehumanization and 
marginalization of people with disabilities. 

Placing the person ahead of his or her disability is respectful and gives us an 
opportunity to focus on all of the qualities that are a part of the person. This means he 
is a son with autism, not an autistic son; she is the student who has epilepsy, not the 
epileptic student; he is a preschooler with Down syndrome, not a Down’s preschooler.  

Last year the Legislature passed Assembly Concurrent Resolution (ACR) 60 “People-
First Language” by Assemblymember Miguel Santiago. State resolutions do not always 
have an impact until they are recognized at a local level and taken into the hearts 
of our communities.  And it can happen in San Joaquin County, in fact it has already 
started. 

On behalf of over 16,500 students with special needs in San Joaquin County, 
we would like to thank the San Joaquin County Board of Education for passing a 
countywide resolution to use language that puts the people first. 

We call upon all of the members of our community to help support a unified, 
inclusive educational system.  A basic need is to belong and to be recognized and seen. 
The contribution of students with disabilities enriches our communities as they live, 
learn, and share their lives.  

We pledge to choose our words wisely.
As Anne Strike, author of In my Dreams I Dance, said, “When you have a disability, 

knowing that you are not defined by it is the sweetest feeling.”

Sincerely,

Kathleen Skeels,
Assistant Superintendent, Special Education/SELPA Director
San Joaquin County Office of Education

“Using 
language 
that puts 
people first 
places the 
emphasis 
where it 
belongs: On 
the people.”

Theresa W. Hawk, MS
Director, Special Education/SELPA
Stockton Unified School District

Matt Patterson,
Director of Student Services/SELPA
Lodi Area SELPA
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REQUIREMENTS
•High School Diploma or equivalent

AND
•Basic Skills Proficiency OR 
•AA or BA Degree OR
•48 semester units with a C or better

For questions contact Kelley Bennett 209-468-4863,  kbennett@sjcoe.net

APPLY  

TODAY
Earn $14.88/hour

APPLY ONLINE: www.sjcoe.org/jobs
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Banta Elementary • Escalon • Jefferson • Lammersville • Lincoln • Linden • Lodi • Manteca

  district NEWS

New Hope Elementary • New Jerusalem Elementary • Oak View Union Elementary • Ripon • Stockton • Tracy

Geri Young held up a sealed plastic bag of fermented 
corn silage and told a group of third-graders from San 
Joaquin Elementary School that it’s such a delicacy 
among the bovine set that some call it “cow candy.”

When she asked who wanted to smell it, just about 
every hand shot up from the students sitting in front 
of her exhibition table – one of dozens of exhibits at 
the AgVenture field day at the San Joaquin County 
Fairgrounds in Stockton on Jan. 20.

Students held their noses, puffed out their cheeks, or 
grimaced as they reacted to the smell in the bag.

“It didn’t smell like candy,” said Maliah, one of the 
students. “It smelled really gross.”

But like her classmates, Maliah was engrossed with 
the presentation by Young, who represented the federal 
Natural Resources Conservation Service. The students 
listened and asked questions and learned of the various 
uses of corn, from human food to animal feed to 

renewable fuel. 
That’s the goal of AgVenture: to educate county 

students about the importance of agriculture. It 
showcases the county’s agricultural industry and 
teaches students the benefits of making healthy eating 
choices.  The Stockton event drew more than 3,150 
students. They came from Stockton Unified and Lincoln 
Unified school districts as well as private schools in the 
area. 

AgVenture is jointly sponsored by San Joaquin 
County government as well as other agricultural or 
educational organizations, including the San Joaquin 
County Office of Education.

“It’s wonderful. The hands-on experience is the 
students’ favorite part,” said Amy Schmerer, teacher at 
Brookside Elementary School in Lincoln Unified School 
District. And it fits in perfectly with what she is doing in 
the classroom to teach about local agriculture.

Farming 
Comes to 
Stockton 

Schoolchildren

Stockton 3rd-graders go on an AgVenture

To contribute a story for the next issue of Outlook, email sjcoepio@sjcoe.net
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 SJCOE NEWS

Friends and family of Danielle 
Acosta, 12, got up early on New 
Year’s Day to catch a glimpse of the 
sixth-grader as she glided through 
the streets of Pasadena on one of 
the floats during the 127th Rose 
Parade.

Text messages and pictures of TV 
screens poured into mother Norma 
Acosta’s phone as she watched the 
parade from the bleachers as the 
Lions Club International float came 
into view, with Danielle wearing a 
big smile and waving to the throngs 
lining the parade route.

“That was just a thrill. I was just 
loving it,” Acosta said.

Danielle, a sixth-grader at 
Manteca Unified School District’s 
Stella Brockman Elementary 
School and a student in a San 

Joaquin County Office of Education 
(SJCOE) class for the deaf and 
hard of hearing was picked by 
the Lions Club to be one of a 
handful of people representing the 
organization on the float.

“It felt really awesome,” Danielle 
said. “I was so excited about the 
experience.”

It all started when she was 
picked as a float candidate by Camp 
Pacifica, a Lions Club summer camp 
near Yosemite National Park that 
Danielle has attended for the past 
four years. She loves the camp 
– especially the swimming and 
horseback riding – and was happy to 
represent it on the float, which was 
themed “Camps for All Abilities.”

In Pasadena, she enjoyed 
meeting other people and talking 

with a new friend using sign 
language. When she came back, 
she shared her experiences with her 
classmates, said Alicias Crumpler, 
Danielle’s teacher in the SJCOE 
Special Day Class.

Just seeing Danielle taking part 
in something as high-profile as the 
Rose Parade can be an inspiration to 
other people who are deaf or hard 
of hearing, Crumpler said. “It’s about 
being proud of who you are and 
representing your culture.”

Danielle left Pasadena with the 
themed, hooded sweatshirt she 
wore on the float and some other 
souvenirs, including one of the roses 
used to decorate the float, Acosta 
said.

“We’re drying it for her right now, 
so she can keep it.”  

FLOATING 
WITH ROSES
from summer camp to the Rose Bowl
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More than 380 students from 
12 high schools in San Joaquin 
County took part in the 35th 
Annual Academic Decathlon. 
The competition took place over 
two weeks, with students on Jan. 
30 engaging in the speech and 
interview contests at the San 
Joaquin County Office of Education. 
On Feb. 6, the competitors 
moved to Lathrop High School, 
where students showcased their 
knowledge of art, economics, 
literature, mathematics, music, 
science, and social science in a series 
of tests. The Decathlon culminated 
with the Super Quiz: a high-energy 
event held in front of a cheering 
crowd packed inside the Lathrop 
High School Large Gym. Each year, 

all the Decathlon events are tied 
together with a single theme. This 
year, the theme was India. 

Tracy High School was the 
overall top-scorer, and will compete 
in the Academic Decathlon State 
Championships. Tracy High’s Hamza 
Raniwala was the individual top-
scorer.

The rigor of competing in the 
Decathlon has benefits beyond 
the competition, said Paraminder 
Singh, a Lathrop High School 
senior. “It offers you skills you don’t 
get in high school.” He said he felt 
more confident when interviewing 
to enter college because of his 
experience on the team.

For more information about the 
Decathlon results, CLICK HERE. 

Tracy High 
School 
Takes it All 
Home

TOP OVERALL SCHOOL
Tracy High School, 

Tracy Unified School District
2nd place overall

Middle College High School,
 Lodi Unified School District

3rd place overall  
Manteca High School, 

Manteca Unified School District

During the awards ceremony, University of 
the Pacific awarded three renewable $5,000 
scholarships to the following deserving 
decathletes who have met the university 
requirements and have shown a strong desire 
to attend the university:
 
Vivianna Araiza, Stockton Early College Academy
Helen Vo, Middle College High School
Rida Fatima, Ronald E. McNair High School

Academic Decathlon photos by Ulmer Photo
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 SJCOE NEWS

“Build on what’s good for students,” she said. 
San Joaquin County educational leaders were 

encouraged to shift their current mindset when 
creating their school plans from a compliance-based 
to a performance-based approach during the recent 
Curriculum Breakfast at the San Joaquin County Office 
of Education (SJCOE).  

“Performance is about learning,” Jannelle Kubinec, 
director of comprehensive school assistance programs 
at WestEd said. “We are coming from a compliance-
based culture.” 

Kubinec referred to the drafting of district plans, 
including the Local Control and Accountability Plan 
(LCAP) and the Single Plan for Student Achievement 
(SPSA), to explain the performance-based approach. 
Instead of writing the plans to comply with state 
and federal regulations, she urged the district and 
site leaders to take the time to learn what needs to 
be improved in their schools and to write their plans 
accordingly. 

When an LCAP or other plan is created using a 
performance-based approach, student outcomes should 
drive the goals and objectives of the plan. 

“If we are still in compliance mode we are just trying 
to get it done. Take the time to learn and think about 
where you want to be in three and four years,” Kubinec 
said. “How would you make it so that it does good things 
for kids?” 

She said that there needs to be a mindset shift when 
developing and aligning the plans. The No Child Left 
Behind (NCLB) model set many schools and districts in 
a compliance mode, and they were trained that way for 
so long that it may be a difficult shift, she said. But it’s 
necessary, she added. 

The breakfast, organized by the SJCOE Regional 
System of District and School Support (RSDSS), was 
intended to help the more than 150 registrants with 
their district and school plans. RSDSS Coordinator Sally 
Glusing said that she knows development of district 
and school plans, such as the the LCAP, is an extremely 
important process for districts and therefore wants 
to help provide the latest, most current state-level 
information regarding how to align the different plans. 

“We want our participating sites and district leaders 
to gain more insight, knowledge, and even inspiration in 
developing and carrying out their plans,” Glusing said. 

Curriculum 
Breakfast Helps 
Educational 
Leaders Align 
Plans
BUILD ON WHAT’S GOOD FOR STUDENTS
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Kubinec acknowledged criticism 
on the format and length of the 
LCAP templates, but she said 
changes are being considered and 
input from educators is encouraged.  

“If you have ideas, this is what’s 
helpful to us,” she said. “Let’s rely on 
our own logic.”

Kubinec is also director of the 
California Comprehensive Center, 
a federally funded technical 
assistance center charged with 
building the capacity of California 
to implement the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act (ESEA). 
The Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA), signed into law by President 
Obama on Dec. 10, 2015, is the most 

recent reauthorization of ESEA and 
replaced the prior ESEA, known as 
NCLB. 

Kubinec encouraged schools and 
districts to get out of the NCLB land 
and move into the ESSA land. 

“States now have more 
authority,” she said.

While still a legislative piece 
that requires schools to report 
student achievement, the ESSA is 
more flexible and gives the power 
back to the states and local control, 
including the measurement of 
student achievement.  

So far the state uses standards 
assessments and graduation rates, 
but other accountability pieces have 

yet to be decided. 
“The additional measure is 

somewhere in the eight priorities,” 
Kubinec said. 

California’s eight state priorities 
are: student achievement, other 
student outcomes, course access, 
implementation of state standards, 
basic services, student engagement, 
parent involvement, and school 
climate. 

“It (the measure) has to be valid, 
reliable, comparable, and statewide,” 
she said. “It needs to be all four.”  

The Curriculum Breakfast also 
included collaborative sessions 
among those attending. Many of 
the attendees sat at table groups 
with people from the same school 
or district, and they were given 
time to speak with one another and 
brainstorm new approaches for their 
plans. 

Risk-taking was encouraged. 
“We are not accustomed to 

taking risks,” Kubinec said. “There 
are no mistakes. There are just 
learnings.”

LCAP: Today’s Students, Tomorrow’s Leaders LCAP: Estudiantes de Hoy, Los Líderes del Mañana
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Anti-Violence 
Symposium 

Life started out 
tough for Antwone 
Fisher. Born in 
prison and raised 
in an abusive foster 
home before being 
sent to reform 
school, he was 
homeless on the 
streets of Cleveland 
when he became an 
adult.

SHOWS STUDENTS THE WAY
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“I was in this world by myself, so I thought 
I had to make rules for myself,” he said, 
adding that he stayed away from the drugs 
and other poor choices he had seen ruin 
the lives of others. His path to a better life 
started when he enlisted in the U.S. Navy, but 
it didn’t stop there.

Fisher is now a screenwriter, film director, and best-
selling author. His tale of struggle and success was the 
inspiration for the movie “Antwone Fisher”, written by 
Fisher, himself, and directed by Denzel Washington. 
On Jan. 15, Fisher’s life story was a source of inspiration 
for more than 150 at-risk youth gathered for the San 
Joaquin County Office of Education (SJCOE) Ninth 
Annual Anti-Violence Symposium, where he was joined 
by other motivational speakers.

Hosted by SJCOE Foster Youth and Homeless 
Services, the annual event invites young people and 
the educators and other professionals focusing on 
improving the lives of the county’s youth to talk about 
issues such as violence, gangs, drug-addiction, low self-
esteem, and other risks the youth may face. In all, more 
than 275 people attended the event.

The speakers encountered some of those same 
challenges. They shared their personal stories about 
struggle, perseverance, and how they overcame 
obstacles to succeeding in life.

The stories provide examples about how young 
people can change their lives and that there are 
teachers, counselors, social workers, therapists, and 
others who can help them, said Mark Yost, director of 
SJCOE Foster Youth and Homeless Services. 

“We’re trying to provide them with a path that 
facilitates change. That’s the goal. We want to provide 
them the resources so they can stay on the path to 
success, and not just in academics,” Yost said. “There are 
all kinds of people willing to provide support.”

Speaker Jorge Gonzalez told a story about a life of 
homelessness, hard drugs, and gangs. He had spent a 
decade incarcerated by the time he was 25 years old. It 
was also a story about finding his feet and graduating 
from college. “I knew I was doing something wrong, and 
I knew I had to change.”

Veronica Etier’s story took her through multiple 
foster homes and schools and took place against a 
backdrop of court cases and a mother addicted to drugs. 
She shared her frustration with a mother who wasn’t 
there for her as a child.  “I wanted somebody to love me. 
Tell me that I matter. That I care ... What was it about me 

that didn’t justify the love and attention that everybody 
else gets?”

Jared Scott Salas showed a film made possible by 
Teen Truth, an organization that formed in response to 
the Columbine High School mass shooting. It works with 
teens to create films. “These are your words, not ours.”

The symposium is about more than students 
recognizing similarities in presentations, said Algernon 
Dedmon IV, a teacher in the SJCOE one.Ethics school. It 
can provide students with coping strategies, he said. “It 
let’s them know that violence is not the answer.” 

Fisher spoke to students twice. First he visited San 
Joaquin County Juvenile Hall to meet with students at 
the SJCOE’s one.John F. Cruikshank Jr. School. Then he 
returned to the SJCOE campus to make the keynote 
speech at the symposium.

He met one-on-one with students before he left.
“It inspired me,” said one of the students who met 

with him. The celebrity told the student he could 
email him. The student said he planned to do just that, 
because he saw they faced similar challenges.

“He handled it right,” the student said of Fisher. “I 
didn’t.” Then he asked for a photograph and went to 
rejoin the other students for lunch.

Fisher said he had hope for this student and all the 
others there. “He’s young,” he said. “Every day is another 
day to re-invent yourself.”
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CONNECTIONS!   FEATURE

Students with autism in Connections!  
preschool have team of educators 
behind them

NotAlone
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G   FEATURE
Greyson arrived for preschool before most of his 

classmates.
Teacher Hailey Musick was ready for him, helping 

him stow his winter jacket and get settled in before 
class started in earnest.

Yvette Santana, an instructional aide, decanted 
chips, nuts, and Skittles into a segmented plastic box 
the size of a small textbook. It makes it easier to carry 
the treats around the classroom to where they will be 
needed.

“Students need a little reinforcement to get them 
through the day,” she said, describing one of the 
techniques used in the classroom to keep students on 
the right track.

She made other preparations for the preschool 
class for students with moderate to severe special 
needs at Connections! McKinley, a San Joaquin County 
Office of Education (SJCOE) class in Tracy. Most of the 
students at the preschool are diagnosed with autism. 

A total of 10 students arrived, each one with 
unique educational goals and needs. The team of four 
instructional aides and one teacher worked in concert, 
guiding the students toward those goals, stepping in 
when necessary. It matched a coordination playing 
out at the same time in preschool special education 
classrooms throughout the county.

The scene in Musick’s classroom was intense, 
based on research on how best to reach students with 
special needs and get them ready for the years of 
school ahead of them. 

The students needed constant attention, and they 
got it.

And it was fun. Students giggled when Musick 
blew bubbles that floated around the room. There was 
singing and dancing, too. Dancing kicked it off when 
the whole class got together in a circle. When it was 
Greyson’s turn, he turned around and touched the 
floor.  In unison, the students and staff chanted: “Good 
job, Greyson, we like the way you dance!”

The dancing was a fun way for the students to take 
a break and move their bodies, but it served other 
purposes. 

“I wasn’t just focusing on dancing right there,” 
Musick said. She watched to see if the students were 
paying attention, could recognize their names, then 

NotAlone

understand a sentence describing a dance move and 
execute the dance move. She made sure the students 
sat and waited for their turn. Musick mixed it up for 
each student, too. Sometimes she didn’t say the chant 
alongside the students to see how well they filled in. 
“So those are the things incorporated, but made in a fun 
way to be silly, to involve them, and get them engaged.”

In this and the other activities that followed, there 
was nothing arbitrary about the differentiation in the 
instruction. Each action for each student was based on 
differing levels of learning and individual goals.

 It’s something all the staff knows and works at 
throughout the day. On the outside of the circle, an 
instructional aide writes down the actions and words of 
the students, assessing student progress.

“The team really needs to be on it the whole time,” 
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  FEATURE

Musick said.
Special education revolves around providing 

the exact instruction to best meet the needs of each 
student. It takes coordination of teams and support 
of experts that cannot always be found in a general-
education classroom. At McKinley, Musick’s classroom 
is one of three SJCOE Connections! classrooms. Beyond 
teachers and assistants, the students have access to 
a speech therapist, occupational therapist, nurse, 
psychologist, and a behavioral specialist.

After circle time, the students were placed in one-
on-one or small group settings where they practiced 
language and fine motor skills. Greyson, along with four 
of his classmates, listened to Santana’s directions as they 
cut out images of food and glued them onto a piece of 
paper. 

“My favorite food is ice cream,” Greyson said as he 
carefully cut on the bold line that surrounded the image. 
When they were finished, Greyson and the others wrote 
their names on the back of their paper, on one straight 
line and legibly. An impressive task for any preschooler. 

All of this focuses on the students in the classroom, 
to get them ready for what comes next. For many, they 
will become independent enough to join the general 
education population in a district school. Musick 
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If you have a baby who was very small or sick at birth or a young 
child whose development worries you, a telephone call may put 
you in touch with someone who can answer your questions and 
help you get service for your child.  Call your school district office 
or the San Joaquin County Office of Education at 209-468-4925 
for more information.

Si usted tiene un bebé que era muy pequeño o enfermizo al 
nacer o un niño/a cuyo desarrollo le preocupa, una llamada 
telefónica puede ponerle en contacto con alguien quien le puede 
contestar sus preguntas y ayudarle a obtener servicios para su 
niño/a.  Llame a la oficina de su distrito escolar o a la Oficina de 
Educación del Condado de San Joaquín al 209-468-4925 para más 
información.

said that they really try to incorporate high academic 
standards so that the students will be able to focus more 
on their social and behavioral skills when they enter a 
mainstream classroom. 

That’s the goal of the Connections! Program, which 
includes 14 classrooms in three cities in the county, said 
Monica Filoso, program coordinator with SJCOE Special 
Education. The McKinley site is unique in that the three 
SJCOE classes sit next to a private, general education 
preschool classroom. The students in Musick’s class are 
able to interact with the general education students 
during recess and lunch times. This helps provide better 
outcomes for the students with autism, she said.

So does having a well-coordinated team like 
Musick’s, Filoso said. Regular training helps keep the 
whole team moving in the same direction, she said, “so 
that each student is getting high-quality instruction, 
even if the teacher is not there at a particular moment.” 

Each member of the team knows what is at stake.
“You really have a chance to direct where they 

go next,” said Santana. “Helping them reach their full 
potential is a big responsibility. I enjoy every minute of 
it, and I don’t take any of it lightly.”

Santana is deeply moved by her students’ triumphs. 
She and the team have spent long months working with 
Greyson, helping him regulate his emotions by teaching 
him a breathing exercise. She remembers the first 
time she saw him do it all by himself. He was about to 
become upset, but he knew what was happening. Next 
thing, the preschooler started taking a deep breath and 
calming down.

“It was kind of silent in the classroom, because 
everybody was watching him. We were all in awe of 
him grabbing onto what we taught him and using it 
successfully,” she said. “That was definitely one of those 
rewarding moments.”

And for Greyson, he will be joining a district program 
for students who require less intensive special education 
support, with access to general education curriculum 
and peers.  

“He’s moving past our moderate to severe county 
program, and does not require the intensive autism 
instruction, which is a huge gain!” Filoso said.

In the classroom, the instructional aides do the same 
job as the teacher, Musick said.  “Each of them can work 
in such amazing ways with those students to bring out 
the best student possible,” she said.

 “Our expectations are very high. We want our 
students to rise to the challenge,” she said. “And they do.”

For more information about the SJCOE Connections! Program, 
CLICK HERE. 
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TECHIE TK’S
Students at Linden Elementary learn coding during Hour of Code

With a few electronic 
clicks and pops, the 
students in Erica Hint’s 

transitional kindergarten (TK) class 
tapped and slid their fingers across 
the iPads resting in their laps where 
they sat on a colorful rug.

The Linden Elementary School 
students glanced up at a projection 
screen from time to time and 
listened to Hint’s instructions as they 
lined up puzzle-shaped symbols on 
their screens and entered numbers 
that would dictate how a cartoon 
penguin and polar bear would walk 
across a winter landscape on each 
tablet computer’s screen.

One symbol makes the penguin 

walk forward. Another makes it 
jump, and numbers added to the 
symbol tell the penguin how high.

These 4- and 5-year-old students 
were learning the basics of computer 
coding, and they hadn’t even started 
kindergarten.

Teaching computer coding has 
gained more attention as educators 
focus on making sure students 
acquire the necessary skills to land a 
job in the 21st century. 

“The kids are never too young 
to learn. I’m super excited that they 
grasp it,” said Hint. Her students 
have been coding since she took 
part in an Hour of Code event in 
December, part of a worldwide push 
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from nonprofit Code.org to expand 
participation in computer science. 
The weeklong event was embraced 
by both the school and the district. 

Even before the event, Hint 
used computers in her classroom. 
Her students use classroom iPads 
to learn basic skills, like counting, 
recognizing the sounds letters make, 
and identifying colors.  Still, Hint 
had been skeptical that TK students 
would be ready to code. A colleague 
who had tried it out changed her 
mind.

 Hint started small – starting with 
a lesson using just one iPad for the 
whole class. She showed them how 
to make the animal on the screen 
move ahead five spaces on the 
classroom SMART board. “Their eyes 
lit up. They were so engaged,” she 
said. Next time, each student had a 
tablet. 

The coding didn’t stop after the 
Hour of Code. They’ve kept at it 
after the event, and now they spend 
about 45 minutes a week coding. 

“Every time we go we build just 
a little bit more,” Hint said. “They 
can get their animal to go forward. 
They can get their animal to go 
backwards. Today they learned how 
to get their animal to tilt.” 

Or spin – which is what happens 
when a student enters a number 
that is too high when coding for the 
tilt. The students learn how to make 
adjustments and stop the spinning, 
Hint said.

The coding lessons are also 
teaching problem-solving and 
critical-thinking skills, she said. 

“I let them do a lot on their own, 
but I try to teach them something 
new every time,” Hint said.

One of Hint’s young students 
said she knew how to make her 
animal tilt, but that making it spin 
was more fun. “It’s my favorite thing 
to do.”

A major focus of the Linden 
Unified School District this 
school year has been to increase 
the use of technology, Linden 
Elementary Principal Mary 
Evans said. The district provides 
structured, districtwide professional 
development trainings, and the 
school also has early-release days. 
These days are set aside for teachers 
to collaborate, share their classroom 
successes, and help one another try 
something new, she said.

  

 Tips
for getting techie in your class

1. DON’T BE AFRAID. TRY IT! 

2. BE SIMPLE. 

3. ALLOW STUDENTS TO  
     EXPLORE.

4. MOVE AT THE STUDENTS’     
     PACE AND BE PATIENT.

5. ALLOW STUDENTS TO       
     SHARE THEIR WORK. 

Erica Hint’s TK students use iPads 
regularly in the classroom, and 
Hint has recently added lessons to 
prepare students to learn how to 
program computers. She teaches 
at Linden Elementary School and 
is a student, herself, at the SJCOE‘s 
Teachers College of San Joaquin.

Hint offers these tips to teachers who want 
to bring coding into their classrooms:

5
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The Hour of Code stemmed 
from an email from the San Joaquin 
County Office of Education (SJCOE), 
Evans said. The idea spread. Teachers 
planned and got what they needed 
from the Code.org website. “It was 
quick and easy to access for the 
teachers. That was critical,” she said.

And the students loved it.
“Those kids are eating up 

technology. They were on it. They 
were so engaged,” she said. “It was 
the most awesome thing to witness.”

Not only could the young 
students handle the technology, 
Evans said it was clear it was helping 
to engage students with special 
needs who sometimes struggle in 
the classroom.

Hint isn’t the only teacher at 
Linden Elementary who has kept 
teaching coding after the Hour of 
Code finished. Nolan Meyers is a 20-
year teaching veteran who began his 
career when a classroom revolved 
around a green chalkboard. Now, 
each of his fourth-graders can log 
onto a Chromebook and learn the 
basic fundamentals of computer 
coding while teaching Meyers a 
thing or two.

“I’m learning right alongside 
them. I’m learning from them,” 
he said as his students tried their 
hand at coding, using games and 
challenges accessed from Code.

org. This type of learning allows 
the teacher to be a participant in 
the classroom with the students, 
creating a more collaborative 
environment. 

For teachers considering making 
the leap, Meyers says to do it. “Try it. 
Make the attempt. Let the students 
help you. Do what you can. It will 
become easier.” Meyers said that 
he assigns the coding work to his 
students using Google Classroom.   

“It’s just opening up another 
door for them, giving them 
opportunities,” he said. “The way 
of the future is getting kids to 
understand programming.”

Unlike the TK students, the 
fourth-graders were engaged in 
more-complicated programming. 
Instead of picture symbols, the 
fourth-graders moved blocks of 
texts that allowed them to complete 
tasks. The students would drag 
and drop these blocks of texts that 
contained underlying code. One 
exercise was based on the popular 
game Minecraft. Another was set in 
the Star Wars universe. Yet another 
used characters from the Disney 
movie Frozen. 

“Flappy Bird” is a game that exists 
outside the classroom, too. But the 
version available to young coding 
students allows them to create a 
customized version of the game.

“At first it was hard, but then it 
got easier,” said Emilie Lamb, as she 
piloted the eponymous “Flappy Bird” 
through a maze of obstacles after 
she had set the stage with code she 
manipulated. “The last level’s fun 
because it doesn’t tell you what to 
do.”

That’s when she can explore and 
see what happens.

“It’s like a dream come true.”
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  A LOOK BACK

More than 300 students 
performed during 
the 2016 High School 

Honors Concert on Jan. 9. The 
annual event, sponsored by the San 
Joaquin County Office of Education 
(SJCOE), the San Joaquin County 
Musical Educators’ Association 
(SJCMEA), and San Joaquin Delta 
College, included performance sets 
by the honor choir, band, and string 
orchestra students. 

During the evening, the 
recipients of the Nelson Zane Music 
Scholarship were announced. 
Miguel Ceja (band) from East 
Union High School, Madison Chin 
(choir) from Lincoln High School, 
and Kinsei Imada (orchestra) from 
Lincoln High School each received 
a $250 cash scholarship for their 
post-secondary plans in music. 
One student from band, choir, and 
orchestra receive the scholarship 
annually. 

Students who have been 
accepted to the High School 
Honors Concert for all four years of 
eligibility receive the Nelson Zane 
Four-Year award and are eligible to 
apply for the $250 scholarship. This 
year an unprecedented 22 students 
received the Four-Year award 
and were also recognized during 
intermission.

A Stockton music educator and 
longtime employee of the SJCOE, 
Nelson Zane was the founder of the 
County Choir Festival for elementary 
schools, the County Elementary 
Honor Choir, and the County High 
School Honor Choir. The scholarship 

was set up by his family and the 
SJCMEA/SJCOE after he passed away 
in 2011. His wife, Nancy Zane, and 
his daughter were in attendance. 

The 2 1/2 hour-long event 
featured music selections conducted 
by the acclaimed guest conductors. 

Dr. Jeffrey Benson, director of 
choral activities at San Jose State 
University, opened the concert with 
the honor choir. The 117-member 
choir entertained the crowd with 
six numbers including the South 
African folk song “Tshotsholoza.” 

Followed by a brief 
intermission, the 80-piece string 
orchestra led by Dr. Lloyd Roby of 
Chico State University performed 
four pieces from composers Handel, 
Ravel Gliere, and Mozart. Director 
of Bands at Sacramento State 
University, Dr. Robert Halseth 
led the 107-member band and 
delivered a four piece set that 
closed the evening with “The 
Thunderer March,” by John Philip 
Sousa. 

The High School Honors 
Concert consists of music students 
from throughout San Joaquin 
County.  Sandra Wendell, SJCOE 
project liaison for visual and 
performing arts said that over 
500 students auditioned this past 
fall for the 300 coveted spots. 
Auditions are held each fall and are 
open to all students participating 
in their school music program.

For more information 
about the SJCOE Honors 
Concert, including the Middle 
School Concert, CLICK HERE. 

CONCERT
High School students shine in public performance

HONORS
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   an OUTLOOK

The Outlook Calendar contains state, community, and SJCOE events

3/1 WRITING ACROSS TEXT TYPES GRADES TK-2   
 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM  •  468.4865

3/2 CCSS: SECONDARY LITERACY PARTNERSHIP WEBINAR
 LITERACY AND LEADERSHIP    
 3:30 PM - 4:45 PM  •   http://bit.ly/SLP-03-02-16

3/4 GEOGEBRA LEVEL 2,
 Day 1 (Day 2: 3/5)
 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM   •  468.9177

3/5 SCIENCE OLYMPIAD REGIONAL COMPETITION B/C,
 Ronald E. McNair High School
 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM   •  468.4866

 2016 TEACHER/ EDUCATOR RECRUITMENT FAIR
 8:30 AM - 11:30 AM  •  468.5952

3/8 CLOSE READING ACROSS CONTENT AREAS GRADES 3-8  
 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM   •  468.4865

3/10 NGSS JUMPSTART FOR BEGINNERS K-12
 8:30 AM - 3:30 PM   •  468.4880

3/12 PRESCHOOL STORYTIME, Maya Angelou Branch Library
 2:00 PM    •  937.8221

3/15 WRITING ACROSS TEXT TYPES GRADES 3-5
 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM   •  468.4865

3/16 SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION,
 regular meeting
 12:00 PM - 3:00 PM   •  468.4802

3/17 DIRECT ASSESSMENTS
 8:30 AM - 11:30 AM   •  468.4928

 INDIRECT ASSESSMENTS
 12:30 PM - 2:30 PM   •  468.4928

3/22 INTEGRATING STATISTICAL ANALYSIS IN CC-MATH/NGSS
 GRADES 9-12
 8:30 AM - 3:30 PM   •  468.4880

4/2 SCIENCE OLYMPIAD A2, Ronald E. McNair High School
 7:00 AM - 5:00 PM   •  468.4866

4/5 15th ANNUAL REGION 6 AUTISM COLLABORATIVE FORUM 
 8:45 AM - 3:00 PM   •  468.4928

4/6 ACADEMIC PENTATHLON COACHES MEETING
 3:45 PM - 5:15 PM   •  468.4866

4/9 SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY MATH TOURNAMENT GRADES 4-6 
 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM   •  468.9177

 PRESCHOOL STORYTIME, Maya Angelou Branch Library
 2:00 PM    •  937.8221
   
4/13 STATEWIDE NGSS ROLLOUT PHASE 3
 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM   •  468.4880

4/19 SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING FAIR 
 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 4:30 PM - 8:30 PM   •  468.4880

4/20 SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION,
 regular meeting
 12:00 PM - 3:00 PM   •  468.4802

4/23 CALIFORNIA STATE ELEMENTARY SPELLING BEE
 7:30 AM - 2:00 PM   •  468.4866

 MARCH FOR BABIES WALK, Caldwell Park, Stockton
 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM   •  468.9297

4/26 STRUCTURED PLAY GROUP
 8:30 AM - 11:30 AM   •  468.4928

 PARENT-IMPLEMENTED INTERVENTION FOR CHILDREN WITH  
 ASD
 12:30 PM  - 3:30 PM   •  468.4928

4/28 ALPHABET ROCKERS TEACHER-PARENT WORKSHOP,
 Central Methodist Nursery School, Fireside Room
 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM   •  487.2559

 NGSS FOR K-5 TEACHERS, Day 1
 8:30 AM - 3:30 PM   •  468.4880

4/30 SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY MATH TOURNAMENT GRADES 7-8
 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM   •  468.9177

March & April

VIEW ALL SJCOE CALENDAR EVENTS HERE
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1. Students from one.Charter Academy of Visual and Performing Arts perform the children’s play  “Dandelion” to six San Joaquin County elementary schools. The performance is a series of small skits and songs about science 
including: adaptation, plant and animal cycles, and the beginning of culture.  2. SJCOE employees donate blood at the Teachers College of San Joaquin and Delta Blood Bank Drive on Jan.14. 3. Captains for the SJCOE March for 
Babies team attend the event kickoff and show support for healthy babies. The SJCOE will be walking in the March for Babies event on April 23 in Stockton. 4. Katie Fogg, VAFS student, shows off her Witness Award at the NorCal 
Mock Trial Tournament on Jan. 10. 5. County Operated Schools and Programs classified staff receive Google Applications for Education (GAFE) training from Dimel Kiryakous of the SJCOE IT Department. 6. SJCOE Health Academy 
student gives free blood pressure check to community member at the Healthy Hearts and Haircuts event on Feb. 11.  7. Lodi Unified Career Technical Education (CTE) Instructor Sandra “Nesie” Nishimura accepts the CTE Teacher 
of Excellence Award at the CTE advisory meeting on Feb. 9.  Criteria for the award include engagement of students in the learning environment, innovation, and real world application of concepts. 8. VAFS Durham Ferry students 
volunteer at the Stockton AgVenture Event on Jan. 20. 9. This winter a female turkey chose to join the SJCOE team and now greets those entering the front of the Nelson Education Center. 10. Sherri Vitali, SJCOE school nurse 
coordinator, received the Excellence in School Nursing award in February. A registered nurse for 34 years, Vitali serves three charter schools and more than 900 children enrolled in Creative Childcare programs throughout San 
Joaquin County. 11. Students from VAFS participate in a 5K Fun Run on Dec. 18 . The event raised more than $1,000 and the money was donated to the Women’s Center Youth & Family Services. 
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